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CRS’ Operation Rice Bowl 2012 
Sample Thank You Letter

Dear Pastor/Parish Administrator/School Principal:

Thank you for your support of Catholic Relief Services’ Operation Rice Bowl this Lent. I hope that your participation in this program provided an enriching Lenten experience for the members of your faith community. Your prayers, sacrifices, and spirit of solidarity with our brothers and sisters in need have made a difference in the lives of millions of people around the world.

(Insert number) parishes, schools, and faith communities participated in CRS’ Operation Rice Bowl in our (Arch)diocese this year, raising $(insert amount) for our brothers and sisters who struggle with hunger and poverty.

I am truly grateful for the generous support that the faithful in our diocese provided in response to Jesus’ teaching that “whatever you did for one of these least brothers of mine, you did for me.”

Seventy-five percent of our gifts will go to Catholic Relief Services to support vital projects and bring a message of hope to our neighbors in need around the world.  Farmers in Madagascar will receive training and tools to improve their crop yields, entrepreneurs in Zambia will build up credit and savings to help support their families, and students with disabilities in Vietnam will receive the attention and quality education they need in order to succeed. 

Twenty-five percent of our gifts remain here in our diocese to support local hunger and poverty alleviation efforts. [We encourage you to insert a sentence here that will give an example of how the 25% local share is used in your diocese.]

Thank you again for your generous gifts and for reaching out to our global neighbors this Lent through Catholic Relief Services.     

In peace, 
